COYOTE BYTES Worksheet #2
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Coyote Carcasses Yield Info About Coyote Diet
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Which state agency has been studying coyote carcasses since 1999 and what is the purpose of studying them?
How many carcasses have they studied in this period?

What does “coyote carcasses are collected opportunistically” mean?

From which communities were the largest number of coyote carcasses collected?

What information to the scientists try to collect from each carcass?

What have we learned about coyote diet from examining the stomach contents of coyote carcasses?

Why is it difficult to compare the coyote diet in different seasons?

How many of the coyote carcasses had empty stomachs?

What evidence is there that humans are contributing to the coyote diet?

What parasite that also affects domestic dogs and foxes was found in 26% of the coyote carcasses that have been examined?
What does “coyotes have become ubiquitous throughout most of the state” mean?

Use Table 1 to create a map to show where the coyotes in this study were found.

· With colored pencils, fill in each box on the map legend with a different color. 

· Use a color ramp (lightest shade to darkest shade of one color) or a series of related colors (e.g., yellow>orange>red>purple)
· Use the darkest color for the highest range of numbers

Can you draw any conclusions from the spatial distribution of the data on your map?

Create a graph to illustrate the All Seasons data in Table 2

What kind of graph best illustrates this data?

What observations or conclusions can you draw from the graph?
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