COYOTE BYTES Worksheet #4
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	Coyote Bytes

September 1, 2006

NBCS is Uncovering Answers – 
Why So Many Coyotes?
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How many coyote packs has the Narragansett Bay Coyote Study been tracking?
What are “nomad” coyotes? 
How does the abundance or scarcity of food resources affect the size of the coyote population?
Why has the growth of Rhode Island’s coyote population become a cause of concern for many people?

What data do the HABIT Research GPS collars record? How frequently do the collars record this data?

What are “coyote business hours?”

What role does food play in the answer to each of the following questions?

· Why do coyotes hang around neighborhoods?

· Why do coyotes seem so bold or unafraid of people?

· Why do coyotes appear to be getting more numerous?

Identify some of the food resources that have been supporting coyotes in Rhode Island.
How many deer are typically killed on Rhode Island roads each year? Why is that significant for our understanding of coyotes?

How is deer hunting contributing to the coyote food supply?

What is unintentional coyote feeding? 
What changes can we make to reduce the incidence of unintentional feeding?

What are “regulatory changes” and how could these play a role in controlling the coyote population?

Widespread public education will be an important part of dealing with the coyote issue in Rhode Island. Imagine that you have asked to design a public information campaign to do this - how would you get the message out?

